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be light and cheerful. " Our perceptions, physical, mental, and moral, are most 
easily led astray in the drowsiness that is sometimes honestly mistaken for devout- 
ness and is apt to be induced by darkness. To avoid this danger the auditorium 
should be light." Lovers of ecclesiastical splendor will not agree with the conclu- 
sion that it is " inexcusably stupid to shut out from country and village churches 
the beauty of trees, and skies, and distant hill-tops by horrible caricatures of ador- 
ing but distracted-looking saints, depicted in colored glass and lead." Or " to pro- 
fane Scripture texts by employing them for doubtfully decorative purposes in such 
fantastic typography that they might as well be Egyptian hieroglyphics or un- 
meaning arabesques." A few trenchant and eminently sensible words are added 
about the practice of closing the church building, with all its beauty of adornment 
and capacity for use, for six days out of seven. 

To the popular delusion concerning the total depravity of parsonage children, 
Mrs. Lawrence opposes certain statements gathered from carefully prepared sta- 
tistics, by which it appears that of two thousand five hundred and thirty-five chil- 
dren of ministers and deacons, whose careers have been traced to years of matur- 
ity, only two and one-half per cent, have disgraced the family name and the sacred 
office. 

From his own abundant experience, Mr. Gladden writes of The Helpfulness 
of Hearing, emphasizing some familiar truths, but especially urging remem- 
brance of the fact that a large audience not only inspires the pastor to put forth his 
best efforts, but induces greater intellectual and spiritual impressibility in the 
hearers. 

The most important chapters should, obviously, relate to the people at work. 
Here, as elsewhere, Mr. Gladden's vigorous thoughts claim attention. He allows 
no idlers in his corner of the vineyard. Do something, he entreats. " It is better 
to be a door-keeper in the house of the Lord than to be a dead-head." Dr. Abbott 
has an excellent paper in this division on Mission Work in the Home Field, 
which he finds suffering because of the lack of willingness to undertake home 
work that is ready to hand, and he urges the giving of one's self. " The church 
member drops a nickel on the missionary plate, and repeats, with "a difference, 
Isaiah's proffer, " Here, Lord, am I ; send Aim." More aggressive efforts are re- 
quired. We must go out to the highways. They will not come to us. 

Perhaps no chapters in the entire book will accomplish better results, if 
thoughtfully considered, than two by the Rev. Dr. Josiah Strong on The Latent 
Power in the Churches. Endeavoring to keep before the reader the true object 
of the church institution, Dr. Strong pithily says : " The church is not an ark, in 
which the elect few may take refuge and float placidly along over the perishing 
members of a lost race. It is not a ferry-boat intended to transfer idle passen- 
gers to the heavenly shore." The latent power in numbers in financial matters, 
and in work, is conclusively shown, with ample and effective examples of its 
operation. Under the latter topic, emphasis is laid on the fact, that whatever the 
Christian's occupation, his business is to save souls." 

Some of the best Sunday-school writers in the country, notably Rev. Drs. 
Vincent and Shauffler, discuss the purposes and best conditions for success in that 
department of church work. The final section, on Worship, concludes with a 
thoughtful paper by the Rev. R. G. Greene. 

III. 

RABELAIS. 

Yesterday, a purified Rabelais would have been deemed an impossibility. To- 
day, a most noteworthy achievement is precisely such a version, which has been 
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prepared by Mr. John Dimitry, and has been issued, as a book for the holidays, 
under the title of " Three Gooa Giants." * The illustrations by Dor^ and Eobida 
fit the stirring text. 

It needed courage of a special kind to open a door leading to so many sealed 
chambers. But now that the door swings wide, it is cause for wonder that no 
one, up to this age of old things made new, should ever have thought the attempt 
worth making. Three centuries have turned the high road once running to it 
into a path untrodden save by scholars intent on wild guesses at what was never 
meant to be guessable. One can easily fancy the old Cure 1 of Meudon chuckling 
at the idea that his giants have, in a strange land and under other skies of which 
he but dimly knew, been rated so high. Mr. Dimitry claims, however, that 
Rabelais's gigantic creations, Grandgousier, Gargantua, and Pantagruel, are 
"good," and cites for his witness Kabelais himself. In dividing his author 
" sharply into incident and philosophy— throwing out the philosophy altogether" — 
he seems to have found the only key to Rabelais on which learned pundits are 
likely to agree. In all that touches the Giants he has followed the original closely 
—cleansing it, as he goes along, from impurities, yet fairly preserving, through 
all the chapters quick with marvelous deeds, the rollicking dash of its ricit bouffon. 
"We note a few departures from the narrative part of the text. One we should 
have been glad to have seen kept, — that old-world jest of the roast-meat seller and 
the hungry porter. Its omission has the look of a lapse of the pen. 

Such other changes as are found are invariably made in the line of morality. 
Take, for instance, Chapter XXVIII. This is a chapter which has always been held 
as chief among the Rabelaisian atrocities. The compiler has put a clean story — 
instead of a foul one— into the mouth of that unmatched rake Panurge, who gives 
an explanation which he does not believe, and grins like an ape over it. This, 
while a gain in purity, does not lose in point. The story is simply retold by mak- 
ing the- innocent gambols of children stand for the lusty games of KingPhara- 
mond's jaunting party. Something more than graceful recognition of those pro- 
prieties which are holy is shown in substituting a stout staff for doughty Priar 
John's crucifix, in his mighty onslaught on the thieving Bunmakers of Lerne. It 
is certainly curious— given, these material facts which have so long rested on a 
cess-pool — to find a strong and skilled hand turning all into decency. No easy task 
must it have been to treat a Master who has, for centuries, only been ' ' trusted with 
a muzzle and enfranchised with a clog." Yet, through this sustained swing of a 
wonderful narrative, what least shows itself is the idea of a task. A story, poi- 
soned throughout in the original by a vicious philosophy, reads here like a brave 
tale of new-found giants. Rabelais's giants have now reached a dignity not known 
in their history. For the first time, they will find a welcome in American homes. 
They are worthy of it. 

IV. 
TOLSTOI'S SHORT STORIES. 

Of the six short stories by Count Lyof Tolstoi which have been collected under 
the title of the first,+ none, with possibly a single exception, is of recent composi- 
tion. At the age of twenty-three, Count Tolstoi, fascinated by his brother's 

* " Three Good Giants." Recorded in the Ancient Chronicles of Fbancois Rabelais. Com- 
piled from the French by John Dimitry, A. M. Illustrated by Gustave Dore and A. Eobida. 
Boston, Ticknor & Co., 1887. 

t " The Invaders" and other stories. By Count Lyof N. Tolstoi. Translated from the Rus- 
sian by Nathan Haskell Dole. T. Y. Crowell & Co. 



